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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 
One Hundred 

Years of 
Serving the 

Fairfax 
African 

American 
Catholic 

Community 
Since 1922 

 
 

 
Mass: 11am Sunday 

Weekday Mass: Thursday at 9am during the school year 
Holy Days of Obligation: 6pm 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings February 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / February 13th  10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/January 16th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship  
Synodal Listening Sessions Resume January 16,2022 

4th Sunday/January 23rd , 2022 Baptism: Arlene Sue Polderman-Aulisio, Caden Jon Aulisio, Percy Emerson 
5th Sunday/ January 30th, 2022 / Blackjack Sunday 

 
JANUARY 17TH 2022 MLK DAY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC/CATHEDRAL OF ST JOHN  

       Blackjack Sunday, January 30th, 2022 / Community Meal 

    
              APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-SA/OLBS 

Mass Intentions:   Rudolph Jolly 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Morkunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo  
 Sr Jacinto Kimaro, CSESM / Sr. Rita Mary Mrema, CESM  
    Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith      

Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith      
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Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman      
Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian  

Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison      
Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps  

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Background:  
Although Ordinary Time begins on the Monday after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, this Sunday does 
not resume our reading of Luke. Instead, it adds one more Sunday of additional material about the 
revelation of who Jesus really is. The oldest Western Christian tradition celebrated three epiphanies: as a 
baby to the Magi, as a mature man at his baptism, at the beginning of his career with his first miracle at 
Cana. This event is situated within the Jewish tradition of describing the covenant between God and the 
Chosen People as a marriage: as we hear in Isaiah, God “weds” the people, uniting completely with them. As 
Paul tells us, it is the Spirit who brings about this union by distributing a great diversity of gifs to all. Just as 
the water becomes wine, so God changes each and all of us into witnesses of transformation by grace. 
 
Discussion Questions 

• When do you feel most united to Christ? 
• Which of Paul’s list of gifs has already been revealed within you? 
• What gif do you still yearn for? Who has already embodied that gift for you? 
• What message of joy do you wish that the church would proclaim in today’s world? 

 
Practice:  
Our words of love are important since they can bring God’s love to others. Each day this week, thank 
someone for the gif that they have been to your life. The very Spirit who hovered over the waters of 
creation now comes to recreate human beings into members of Christ/the Messiah, called to live a 
life of powerful witness by our deeds of love.  

~ TeamRCIA  
Synodal Listening Sessions 
“Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which 
follows in the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift 
and a task: by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will 
be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to mission.” (usccb.com/synod) This will be an opportunity to reflect, as 
members of the Church, on what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church at this moment of history and how we 
are being invited to move forward together into the future bearing witness to Jesus Christ and furthering the 
mission of the Church, which is to bring all people to salvation through Jesus Christ. Every parish has been 
“encouraged to make use of existing “synodal” bodies, such as the Parish Pastoral Council and other ministry 
groups, to organize, facilitate, and give life to the Synodal Process in the faith community, while also reaching 
out to the peripheries and to those voices that are seldom heard.”  
 
The results of these listening sessions from the various parish groups will be summarized and given to the 
Diocese. The Diocese will summarize all the input they receive and submit a report to the United States 
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Council of Catholic Bishops. The USCCB will summarize what they receive and submit a report to Rome that 
will be given to the synod to take place in 2023. If you have not already done so, we hope you will consider 
participating in one of these listening sessions, and encourage you to check out the websites cited above for 
more information. You might also consider spending some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to place 
upon your mind and heart what needs to be spoken aloud at this moment in the Church’s life. 

 
MONDAY - JANUARY 17TH 2022 10am MLK DAY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC/CATHEDRAL OF ST JOHN. with 
Bishop Malesic sponsored by the Shepherding Committee (formerly African American Advisory Board) Music 
will be provided by the Diocesan Gospel Choir. Please plan to join us.  
 
Happy New Year from the Rock!  Please join AM 1260 The Rock as we broadcast the annual “Mass for 
Life.”  Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, Bishop of Cleveland, will celebrate Mass from the Cathedral of St. 
John the Evangelist on Friday, January 21st at 10:00 AM. Listen via radio, through our website 
(am1260therock.com), or on our mobile app. Please pray for The Culture of Life to permeate our country and 
world as we begin this new year! God Bless You! 

AM 1260 The Rock Continues the Mass of the Month in 2022 for the Intentions of Our Listeners and 
Benefactors. Each month we have an opportunity to pray for and with one another at parishes around the 
diocese. Our February Mass is at St. Ignatius of Antioch Saturday, February 5th at 5:00 PM (Eucharistic 
Adoration and Confession 3:30-4:30PM). 

January 30th, 2022, Blackjack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we encourage you to bring and 
share your stories about our school, church and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be copied and 
returned to you. We will have Blackjack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. We will also make a pilgrimage to 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our beginnings. Details to follow. 
 
March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 
Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 
emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  

Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry, will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim >. 
 
Homeless Stand Down 2022 - This is the time of year when we have been used to soliciting donations of warm 
coats, boots, and clothing, as well as asking for volunteers. The Cathedral family has supported the HSD for the 
last few years with financial contributions. In 2022 the Stand Down will be held in April, but the need for warm 
clothing before that time is still quite important. Please know that, throughout the year, the Clothing Closet at 
the Bishop Cosgrove Center is a significant resource for those in need. Donations to the PIC collection go to 
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toiletries, socks, and underwear; outer clothing is still mainly through donations. Please keep them in mind 
this winter. 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 
American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 
join us. Details will be provided as they are finalized. Opportunities to assist with planning are forthcoming. 

Stewardship of the Earth: As Christians, we believe that the earth is entrusted to our faithful stewardship. We 
are not its owners, but its caretakers on behalf of God. How can I be a good steward? How can we recycle 
more & better in 2022?  
 
Here are some tips: Start by participating. Half of what American households throw away is recyclable. Check 
locally to know what’s accepted in your curbside recycling, what day it’s picked up, or find a nearby drop-off 
site. Know what to throw. Recycling is a global issue that requires local solutions. Many communities accept 
different materials. Visit your local city website to learn what materials are and are not accepted. Know what 
not to throw. The No List. Plastic bags, clothing, food and liquid, garden hoses, electrical cords, Styrofoam, 
needles, and yard waste do not belong in curbside recycling. Twin the bin. Make it easy for anyone in your 
house to recycle – just as easy as it is to throw something away. Locate your in-home recycling bin next to 
your trash can. For extra credit, twin the bin in your kitchens, bathrooms, and laundry room. Most of a home’s 
recyclables originate in these three rooms.                                                                                                

From: <recyclingpartnership.org> 
 

You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church. For the safety of all who worship at Catholic 
parishes, Bishop Malesic strongly encourages you – whether vaccinated or not vaccinated – to wear a face 
mask while attending Mass indoors. All who want to attend Mass, and who are otherwise vulnerable, should 
feel safe and welcome inside our sacred spaces. You also might want to consider wearing a face mask for 
other indoor gatherings, especially for those not yet fully vaccinated. 
 
Bishops’ Statement on Vaccines As COVID-19 vaccines are now available to recipients across the country, the 
chairmen of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Doctrine - Bishop Kevin Rhoades, 
and Committee on Pro-Life Activities - Archbishop Joseph Naumann issued a statement on the new vaccines.  
“Receiving one of the COVID-19 vaccines ought to be understood as an act of charity toward the other 
members of our community. In this way, being vaccinated safely against COVID-19 should be considered an 
act of love of our neighbor and part of our moral responsibility for the common good,” they wrote. The full 
statement from the bishop chairmen may be found here: < http://usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-
vaccines >. PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR YOURSELF AND 
THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 
 
Stewardship 
December 24, 2021 $   658.00 January 2, 2022 $     503.00 
December 25, 2021 $   896.00 January 9, 2022 $ 1,325.00 
December 26, 2021 $ 3,785.86   
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Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness to our parish. Your sacrifice is a blessing to our ministry in 
our school and parish. The amounts above do not reflect on-line contributions. Tax statements will be 
available January 31, 2022. 

 


